Hardware Review

Technical analysis

The CPU performance is the only area
where the Cyclone doesn't take

a significant lead on the competition.

At 2,560 x 1,600, this machine’s extra GTX
780 gives it between an extra 50 and 75
per cent performance boost in-game, and
when you switch up to 4K it becomes the
difference between playable and
non-playable.

CPU rendering performance
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3XS /87 CYCLONE SLI

The first step on the PC's road to 4K gaming?

FVITAL STATISTICS

Price£3,480

Manufacturer Scan Computers
Web www.scan.co.uk

CPUIntel Corei7-4770K @ 44GHz
Motherboard Asus RoG Maximus VI
Formula

Memory 16GB Corsair Vengeance
Pro@2,133MHz

Graphics 2xEVGAGTX 780SLI
Storage 500GB Samsung 840 Evo
SSD, 2TB Seagate HDD

0S Windows 8 64-bit

eviewing machines
such as this Cyclone
SLI from Scan is tricky.
Atnearly £3,500 it’s
hugely expensive, but there’s
no denying that it's one hell of
adesirable rig. The 3XS 287
Cyclone SLl is the sort of
machine you'll see at shows;
a PC built to highlight all the
versatility and strength in PC
gaming. As such, there's not
a hint of compromise in this
water-cooled, multi-GPU,
Haswell-powered monster.
That liquid-chilling setup

really shows off its positioning

atthe top of the PCtech tree.
We're not just talking about
aclosed-loop CPU cooler here
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i —the Cyclone SLIis water-
. cooledfrom top to bottom.

Literally. There's atriple-fan
radiator in the roof of the
monolithic Corsair Obsidian

i 750D chassis and awater
. pumpinthe base.Inbetween,

plastic pipes pull the expended
heat from motherboard, CPU

and both graphics cards.

It's a beautifully laid out and

E well built setup, all bubbling

tubing and red lighting. This is
what the Perspex viewing
panelinthe side of the chassis

{ was made for.

Cool customer
This setupisn'tjust for show.

¢ Themostimpressive feat s
i how, despite being connected

to the same cooling loop, the
twin EVGA GTX 780 graphics
cards are kept cool. Even when

¢ fully loaded, the SLI pairing
i was topping out at around

56°C, enabling Scan to push
the power and temperature
targets of Nvidia's GPU Boost
2.0 as high as the overclocking
software would allow.
Scanhasn't touched the
GPU clock offset, though,

. leaving thesiliconto
¢ determineits ownoverclock.

Historically such multi-GPU
behemoths have been pretty
and expensive, but ultimately

¢ irrelevant for us gamers. After
¢ all, evenif you'rerunning a

top-end 2,560 x1,600 panel,
you can get fantastic gaming
performance fromasingle

i premium graphics card, and
© youcan pick up rigs with those

specs for half the price of this
Cyclone SLI.But now we're
potentially getting to atime

¢ where our graphics hardware

is going to take the biggest
performance hit we've seenin
adecade.

¢ Themovetoultrahigh-defis
i goingtodemand aserious :

jump in GPU power to game at
those rarefied resolutions.
Right now, single GPU setups

¢ struggle at 4K, soyouneed the
i sortof power these twin GTX

780s canmuster to get areally
good gaming experience at
3,840x 2,160. We're not saying

. that 4K gaming is something

youneed toworry about right
now - those screens are a long,
hard road from being
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i theearly 4K adopters willing to get their
: handsdirty.
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. anywhere near mainstream -
¢ butthisisthe sort of machine

4K's early adopters are going

towant to get the most out of

their beautiful panels.
Looking back at the £1,600

Vengeance 780, Scan has

almost doubled the specs for
the Cyclone SLI. Obviously,
there's the second 780, but

i there'salsodouble the RAM
i andtwice the solid state

storage. Performance hasn't
quite doubled, though, and
that feels like a sticking point,

i butuntilit hits the mainstream

there's going to be a price
premium on both 4K panels
and the machines youneed to
plugintothem.M Dave James
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Abeautifully built, blazingly fast rig for

Value
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